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NEXT STOP: BARCELONA 2010 

 
The activities developed by the Barcelona 2010 team members who travelled to Berlin for the World 
Athletics Championships were numerous and very productive. From day one, the event’s promotion 
let every athletics fan know that the next big athletics event will be the European Athletics 
Championships Barcelona 2010. Goodbye Berlin, hello Barcelona! 

The event’s stand was located at the Berlin 2009 
commercial area and became the B10 team 
headquarters. Thousands of fans visited the stand to find 
out more about Barcelona 2010 and to participate in the 
proposed contests. Barni, with the help of a living statue, 
did a great job communicating directly with the public. 

The plan to observe the World Athletics Championships 
2009 was also an important objective for the B10 team. 
All the directors present on-site had a first had experience 
of the finer details of organizing a major athletics 

Jesús Ángel García Bragado joyful after winning the bronze medal at the Brandenburg Gate 
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championships and the involved difficulties.  

The Presidents of the organisation and executive 
committees, José María Odriozola and Pere Alcober, 
respectively, and Monica Barra, Barcelona 2010 General 
Coordinator, led the B10 team in a meeting with their 
counterparts in the World Championships Organising 
Committee. The experience was very positive and now the 
countdown to Barcelona has started. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARNI AND BERLINO .- The two 
mascots met during the magical week in 
Berlin. They astonished fans, who were 
able to compare the mascots’ colors, 
sizes, charm, and impact. The Barcelona 
2010 mascot was very well received by 
the German crowds.  

�

PRESS CONFERENCE.- As during the 
previous Indoor European Athletics Indoor 
Championships in Torino, Berlin 2009 has 
been key in order to strengthen the 
relationship between the B10 organisation and 
the international media. The press conference 
was organized at the Olympic Stadium and 
was very well received by the international 
media. 

Paquillo Fernández, Javier Moracho, José Mª 
Odriozola, Monica Barra, Pere Alcober and Ruth Beitia 
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 “I LOVE MARTA” .- Barni wanted to give 
Marta Domínguez a surprise the day after 
her victory in 3,000m Steeplechase. He went 
to see her at the hotel where the Spanish 
delegation was staying, and he wore a shirt 
saying “I love Marta”. It was a resounding 
success.�

B10 TICKETS.- Each day on the Barcelona 
2010 stand, two multi-day tickets were given 
out to the winners of a contest about the 
European Athletics Championships Barcelona 
2010. The majority of winners were German 
fans, but a Swiss fan and a Spanish fan called 
Noelia Domínguez were also successful. 

LIVING STATUE.- Another Barcelona 2010 
initiative involved a living statue wearing the 
corporate orange outfit, which simulated the 
athletes’ movements during an athletics event. 
The result was very effective. 

�

THE SECOND HAPPIEST WOMAN IN 
BERLIN.- Marta Domínguez said that she was 
the happiest woman in the world after her 
victory, but Elena Haro was not far from 
reaching the same emotional state. Elena, a big 
athletics fan, had a great time thanks to 
Barcelona 2010.�
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EUROPE, THE CONTINENT WITH MOST MEDALS 

The constant presence of European athletes on 
the podium during the last World 
Championships in Berlin strengthens the idea 
that the European continent is the strongest, 
and that some of the most prominent European 
countries such as Russia, Great Britain or 
Germany match up to the strongest national 
teams in the world. 

Europe is the continent with most medallists 
(53). It has two more medals than North 
America, which actually has the highest number 
of gold medals, thanks to the performances of 

OBSERVATION.- The B10 teams observed 
every detail regarding the event organisation, 
and studied thoroughly all the aspects relating 
to protocol, communication, accreditation, 
medical services, volunteering, transport, 
accommodation, and technical aspects.�

ACTIVE AMBASSADORS .- Two 
Barcelona 2010 ambassadors lived 
every moment of the Berlin World 
Championships: Javier Moracho, as 
commentator for the television channel 
Eurosport, and Martín Fiz as columnist 
for the newspaper El Mundo. The latter 
also participated in the 10km popular 
race on 22 August, where he finished 
at the 13th position. 

Nymark (NOR), Kirdyapkin (RUS) and García Bragado (ESP) 
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the United States and Jamaica. 

The percentage of European athletes in the 47 medal award ceremonies shows that Europe 
continues to be the leading continental power. On this occasion, the European continent obtained 14 
titles, one less than in Osaka 2007, which represents 29.39%. The balance of power between men 
and woman is equal, as there have been seven male champions and seven female champions. The 
number of male champions has increased compared with Osaka (from five to seven), whereas the 
number of female champions has decreased (to seven from ten in 2007). With regard to the athletes 
who have reached the podium, Europe is amongst the top three, with 53 athletes, representing 
37.5%. 

The European Champions in Berlin 2009 include: Yaroslav 
Rybakov (High Jump), Phillips Idowu (Triple Jump), Robert 
Harting (Discus), Primoz Kozmus (Hammer); Andreas 
Thorkildsen (Javelin), Valeri Borchin (20km Walk), Sergey 
Kirdyapkin (50km Walk), Marta Domínguez (3,000m 
Steeplechase), Blanka Vlasic (High Jump) Anna Rogowska 
(Pole Vault), Anita Wlodarczyk (Hammer), Stefi Nerius 
(Javelin), Jessica Ennis (Heptathlon) and Olga Kaniskina 
(20km Walk). The only European champion in stadium races 
was the Spaniard Marta Domínguez. 

When the World Athletics Championships started, in 1983, 
Europe had 30 of the 41 gold medalists, corresponding to 
73.1%. In the 1990s, these numbers decreased considerably, 
and in Athens 1997, there were only 19 European champions, 
equating to 43.1%. The results in Osaka and Berlin indicate 
that Europe has already secured its place as an athletics 
power in the 21st century, with a percentage of around a third 
of world athletics.  

 

THIS IS THE EUROPEAN BERLIN MEDAL TABLE 

As a prelude to what could happen in Barcelona 2010, we have carried out a study to show who 
would have been the European champions and medal winners if Berlin 2009 had been an exclusively 
European event. The difference with the real medal table is obvious. The winner would have been the 
Russian team, with 11 champions, in front of Great Britain, which would also have had 11 champions. 
Germany would have been third with five gold medals. 

Marta Domínguez with her deserved gold    
medal achieved in Berlin 2009 
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Great Britain consolidates its virtual victory thanks to its male 
participants in particular. They are the ones who would have won 
seven champion titles thanks to Dwain Chambers (100m), Mo 
Farah (5,000m), Williams Sharman (110m Hurdles), Greg 
Rutherford (Long Jump), Phillips Idowu (Triple Jump) and two 
relays. Russia would dominate in the female category with six 
victories: Antonina Krivoshapka (400m), Natalia Antyukh (400m 
hurdles), Tatyana Lebedeva (Long Jump), Anna Pyatykh (Triple 
Jump), Olga Kaniskina (20km Walk) and 4x400m Relays. 

With three victories each, fourth position is shared by three 
countries: Poland, France and Spain, the latter appearing in the list 
with the hypothetical victories by Carles Castillejo in the 10,000m, 
Chema Martínez in the Marathon, and the real victory by Marta 
Domínguez in the 3,000m Steeplechase. Portugal and Ireland are 
the next ones on the list with two victories each. 

Spain would have won eight medals (eleven in Goteborg 2006). Besides the three gold ones, Spain 
would have won two silver ones by Jesús España (5,000m) and Núria Fernández (1,500m), and three 
bronze medals obtained by Juan Carlos Higuero (1,500m), Eliseo Martín (3,000m Steeplechase) and 
Jesús Ángel García Bragado (50k Walk). 

The list of European champions in Berlin 2009 would have been as follows: 

Dwain Chambers (GBR)  100m   Verena Sailer (GER) 

Ramil Guliyev (AZE)   200m   Emily Freeman (GBR) 

David Gillick (IRL)   400m   Antonina Krivoshapka (RUS) 

Yuri Borzakowski (RUS)  800m   Jennifer Meadows (GBR) 

Mehdi Baala (FRA)   1.500m   Lisa Dobriskey (GBR) 

Mohammed Farah (GBR)  5.000m   Silvia Weissteiner (ITA) 

Carles Castillejo (ESP)   10.000m  Ines Monteiro (POR) 

Chema Martínez (ESP)   Marathon  Marisa Barros (POR) 

Williams Sharman (GBR)  110m Hurdles  Derval O´Rourke (IRL) 

Periklis Iakovakis (GRE)  400m Hurdles  Natalya Antyukh (RUS) 

 

Chema Martínez 
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Bouabdellah Tahri (FRA)  3.000m Steeplechase Marta Domínguez (ESP) 

Yaroslav Rybakov (RUS)  High Jump  Blanka Vlasic (CRO) 

Romain Mesnil (FRA)   Pole Vault  Anna Rogowska (POL) 

Greg Rutherford (GBR)   Long Jump  Tatyana Lebedeva (RUS) 

Phillips Idowu (GBR)   Triple Jump  Anna Pyatykh (RUS) 

Tomasz Majewski (POL)  Shot Put  Nadine Kleinert (GER) 

Robert Harting (GER)   Discus   Nicoleta Grasu (ROU) 

Primoz Kozmus (SLO)   Hammer  Anita Wlodarczyk (POL) 

Andreas Thorkildsen (NOR)  Javelin   Steffi Nerius (GER) 

Aleksandr Pogorelov (RUS)  Decathlon/Hept. Jessica Ennis (GBR) 

Valeri Borchin (RUS)   20km Walk  Olga Kaniskina (RUS) 

Sergey Kirdyapkin (RUS)  50km Walk 

Great Britain    4x100m  Germany 

Great Britain    4x400m  Russia 

 

 
Tatyana Lebedeva, Carles Castillejo and Tomasz Majewski would be the virtual Europe Champions in Berlin 
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·  11�  Barcelona 2010 
Working Group members 
observed the event’s 
organisation in Berlin 
during the Athletics World 
Championships 

·  30.000 � souvenirs such 
as flyers, pins, pens and 
stickers were handed out 
to athletics fans during the 
nine days that the World 
Championships lasted  

·  99   medals in total have 
been won so far by the 
Spanish team in the three 
major athletics 
competitions: Olympic 
Games, World 
Championships and 
European Championships 

·  4 � European athletes 
are, after these last World 
Championships, ready to 
obtain the Triple Crown in 
Barcelona (Beijing, Berlin, 
Barcelona): Kozmus, 
Thorkildsen, Borchin and 
Kaniskina 

·  1.374  points will be 
recorded in the score 
table for Usain Bolt’s 
100m result (9.58). These 
points are equivalent to 
results such as 19.08 in 
the 200m, 1:55.08 in the 
Marathon, 6.40m in the 
Pole Vault (5.32 for 
women), 9.16m in the 
Long Jump, and 100.37 in 
the Javelin 

·  4:03.36 �was the time 
obtained by Natalia 
Rodríguez in the 1,500m 
in Berlin 2009, which was 
not recorded as she was 
disqualified�

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS: MISSION ACCOMPLISHED  

The Spanish Athletics Championships was a much tougher test for the 
Barcelona 2010 organisation than was the Meeting Ciutat de Barcelona, 
not only because of its complexity but also because of the larger 
numbers of participants. Nevertheless, the Barcelona 2010 organisation 
successfully solved all the challenges it was faced with and, in 
everyone´s eyes, the Spanish Championships were a resounding 
success. 

The event took place over two days and 
the organisation used this time to 
intensify the local promotion for 
Barcelona 2010. The advertising 
campaign already in place at that time 
involved the Javelin. Spanish Javelin 
record holder Mercedes Chilla, who 
won the gold medal at the Spanish 
Championships, despite suffering from 
a physical problem agreed to 
collaborate with Barcelona 2010 to 
promote the event in order to attract 
public attention. 

In a month’s time, the following campaign will take place on the occasion 
of the Mercè festival, and will involve the 1,500m event. Sadly, this event 
has received some widespread publicity, due to Natalia Rodríguez’s 
unfortunate disqualification in Berlin, as well as poor results by Spanish 
middle distance runners, who, for the first time in the World 
Championships (1983-2009), did not qualify to run in the final.  

The main famous athlete in this 
campaign will be Natalia Rodríguez 
herself, and, in this case, the connection 
with the city will be the distance 
between the Pedrera and the Sagrada 
Familia – approximately 1,500m. 

Barcelona 2010 also featured in many 
other activities during the Spanish 
Championships. It is worth mentioning 
the unique photograph with the 
European Championships ambassadors 
and Barni the mascot. It was the first 
time that so many champions gathered 
together to represent Barcelona 2010. 
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Barcelona 2010 also featured in many other 
activities during the Spanish Championships. It 
is worth mentioning the unique photograph with 
the European Championships ambassadors and 
Barni the mascot. It was the first time that so 
many champions gathered together to represent 
Barcelona 2010. 

. 

 

 

 

After Berlin triumph, Idowu sets his sights on Barc elona 

You can't miss Phillips Idowu. The British triple jumper's flame-red hair can be seen from one end of 
an athletics stadium to another and at a closer distance his tattoos and piercings give him the 
eccentric look of one of a character out of a science fiction film. 

Sometimes his triple jumping comes from another planet or dimension as well. 

At the 2008 IAAF World Indoor Championships in Valencia last year, he bounded out to 17.75m, the 
best distance in the world last year; to add that title to the European Indoor title he had won in 2007. 

In Berlin last month, he finally proved that the he 
could take the plaudits at a major outdoor event 
when he triumphed at the World Championships, 
turning the tables on his occasional nemesis and 
friendly rival Nelson Évora. 

Idowu's third round effort of 17.73m, the best 
performance in the world this year, left the 
Portuguese jumper clutching the silver medal, for 
once, after he had emerging victorious in their 
duels at the World Championships in Osaka two 
years ago and the Olympic Games in Beijing last 
summer. 

Antón, Abascal, Castrejana, Valero, Moracho, Cacho, 
García Chico, Massana and Fiz with Barni 
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The pair also met at the SPAR European Team Championships on Évora's home soil in Leiria back in 
June and again he came out on top to acquire a slight but important psychological advantage over 
Idowu ahead of their encounter in Berlin. 

“It's a great feeling to have won the gold medal and finally have 
beaten Nelson at a big outdoor competition,” said Idowu, talking to 
Newsletter B10 shortly after his victory in the German capital. 

“It's been a long road, a long 12 months, a lot's happened between 
Beijing and now, and I'm sure it'll be a long road to Barcelona as 
well. I've got to thank my coach Aston Moore as we've had our ups 
and downs but things happened to come together when it mattered.  

“I knew I was in great shape but it's always a question of getting the 
pieces of jigsaw puzzle to fit together on the day. 

“When Nelson put a big jump out there in the first round, I thought: 
'I can do that'. He's the defending champion so I knew he wasn't 
going to play around. After the first two rounds, I knew my run up 
was going well so I just said to myself:  'commit, commit, commit' 
and 17.73 was the result.” 

Idowu was expecting to have to go further still but, for once, Évora didn't have anything left in his 
armoury. However, the 30-year-old Briton knows that his Portuguese rival will probably have reloaded 
his guns by the time they meet in the Lluís Companys Olympic Stadium in barely 11 months time. 

“Nelson is a great competitor, a great champion and, to be honest, I didn't think 17.73m was going to 
be good enough to win. I thought we were going to push ourselves closer to 18 metres and I think 
that's what you are going to see at the European Champs next year. 

“I know Nelson is going to want to prove himself 
in Barcelona, he's going to be hungry, he's going 
to go away and work hard, and that's what I'm 
going to do. I think you'll see something 
spectacular at the Europeans,” reflected Idowu. 

The European Athletics Championships record 
stands at a exceptional 17.99m to Idowu's 
illustrious compatriot Jonathan Edwards, who is 
now a European Athletics council member and a 
regular TV pundit. He is almost certainly going to 
be in Barcelona as well, even if only as a 
spectator and commentator. Nelson Évora, Phillips Idowu y Alexis Copello, Triple Jump 

medalists in Berlin 2009 
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Edwards set his mark in Budapest in 1998 and it still stands as the fifth best performance of all time 
under legal conditions.  

The question comes to mind, will the World and European record holder witness not only his 
Championships record being broken in Barcelona but also the first ever competition in which two men 
jump over 18 metres? 

“It could happen,” acknowledged Idowu. “Nelson's the man that can push me over the 18 metres 
barrier and he's said that I have the same effect on him. After what happened here (in Berlin) I think 
both of us are already looking forward to Barcelona and bringing the best that we've got. 

“Spain's been good to me in recent years. I had a great time in Valencia last year. I also beat Nelson 
in Malaga earlier this year. I even won the European Clubs meet in Madrid years ago (actually it was 
2001) so I'm certainly not complaining about the fact that the Europeans will be in Barcelona,” said 
Idowu, licking his lips at the prospect of stepping on the Montjuïc runway which once helped propel 
Mike Conley to a slightly wind-assisted 18.17m when the American athlete took the gold medal at the 
1992 Olympics. 

 

 
In September…  

Day 20: ��Mercè Popular Race in Barcelona’s city centre 

Days 26 and 27:  ���Mercè Festival in Barcelona��


